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In November 1938 the twenty years' anniversary of
the withdrawal of the German Army was loudly
celebrated. "The Soviet Ukraine/3 wrote I?yestia9
"is neither Manchuria, nor Abyssinia nor Austria nor
C2echoslovakia. Never will the fascist boot tread
upon Soviet territory. The expulsion of the German
Army of Occupation from the Ukraine provides a
great lesson in history which no one should forget."
In December, after the date when the plot was alleged
to have been discovered, there were various military
declarations to the effect that no inch of Russian soil
would be invaded, for the Red Army would fight
beyond its frontiers. And the Polish-Russian com-
munique of November zjth was not without its
importance.
For in Poland the events of 1938 had brought about
a first-rate crisis from the point of view of policy both
at home and abroad. Already at the U.N.D.O.
Party Congress at Lwow in January the Ukrainians
had shown a more intransigeant attitude than that they
had adopted since 1935, and had demanded, not only
an entirely separate Diet and administration, but also
a separate army of their own within the mainly
Ukrainian area. The Poles, whose attitude was in any
case less liberal than that of the Czechs, were deter-
mined to give no encouragement to demands which
they felt might develop, like those of Konrad Henlein,
into a claim to organic rights and to the control of
foreign policy. They had, moreover, a serious prac-
tical objection to make. Since 1936 they had been
investing money in what they hoped would become a
great industrial reservoir around Sandomierz known
as the Central District (Okreg Centralny Sandomierz)